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This is it.
For hundreds of students here at UM and
around the country, this is the end. This spring,
the class of 2011 will don their caps and gowns
and walk off campus and into the world outside.
But really it’s just the beginning.

Volume CX111 Issue 100

Today’s Friday Kaimin, the last of this school
year, salutes UM’s graduating seniors with five
profiles of people who made it. People who have
come a long way and people who might make a
difference.
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KAIMIN COMICS

Disturbing the peace
Curtain call
by Jed Nussbaum, Arts+Culture Editor
Well, I guess it’s finally time for my “boo-hoo, I’m graduating, OMG, wasn’t college amazing” column. Time to spend my
last couple weeks in Missoula with friends, singing drunken
renditions of Eve 6’s “Here’s to the Night,” waxing sentimental
about memories such as when we climbed on top of the Adams Center for the Rolling Stones concert — best free tickets
ever. Or the time we made the Carlo Rossi Bomb, a one-gallon
wine jug full of every bodily fluid imaginable, carefully crafted to be a projectile against an offending frat house. Those
were the days ...
For those of you that aren’t leaving these hallowed halls just
yet, remember that life doesn’t end after college. That guy you’re
dating might turn out to be a douchebag (Ok, so I really just
decided to write this final column because it might be the last
chance I get to print a word like that in a news publication), and
your ASUM candidacy could tank (much like my run for mayor
did ... damn). Despite all your protests, “the man” will probably
still try to enforce that ridiculous campus tobacco ban next year,
but at least you won’t have to endure the made-up testimonies
from proponents of the ban that plague the Kaimin’s personals
section.
With luck, you’ll grow older and realize the weird quasi-reality of campus life is temporary. These days are not the best days
of your life, or at least you’d better hope not, because if they are
what the hell is there to look forward to?
At the same time, college is an outrageous amount of fun, and
it’s important to realize the experience is worth just as much as
the education you’re paying for. Don’t miss it. You have an opportunity to make lifelong friends, try out any number of ideas for
better or worse, and prolong the ever-looming threat of the real
world just a little while longer. It’s like a weird limbo between
childhood and adultland, where you basically get to be a kid all
over again, just with bills to pay.
For those about to graduate, remember one thing first and
foremost: the only people that laugh at your dreams are those
that didn’t achieve their own. Screw ‘em. You never hear rock
stars tell aspiring musicians that they’ll never make it, because
they know better. And anybody that says you can’t have your
cake and eat it too is an asshole. Personally, I choose to eat it,
because that implies that I already had it, and what good is a
cake if you only “have” it but don’t “eat” it? Nobody likes stale
cake.
Ok, I’m getting off subject. What was I talking about? Oh yeah,
something about “college blah blah blah.” The point is, I raise my
glass to you, UM. It’s been real. If anybody wants to swipe me
into the Food Zoo one last time, I’ll tell you how to get into the
steam tunnels.
jedediah.nussbaum@umontana.edu

2011Dennies
We know, good ol’ Dennison isn’t even around
anymore, but “The Royceies” just didn’t have the
same ring to it. We figured he’d have to earn his keep
before we put his image on a trophy as prestigious
as this one anyways, so in the meantime we’ll continue to tip our hat to Sir George. After long nights in
anguish deliberating over the highlights of this academic year, the jury is out and these are the results.
Best tobacco ban classified ad on the Kaimin’s back
page: “The only second hand smoke I am exposed
to is on campus.” — UM student. Really? Where else
do you go? At any rate, rest assured that after smokers are forced to migrate off campus to take a drag,
you’ll be exposed to it pretty much everywhere else
in the near vicinity.
Best 4th meal: To hell with society’s constant search
for the next best thing — The Oxford knows that

By Hannah Spry

some traditions just can’t be beat. Where else can
you get a meal certified to stop your heart completely AND jump into a poker game at 4 a.m.? Besides, with the case full of guns overhead and the
chain-link cage that goes up around the bar at 2 a.m.,
I know exactly where I’m going to hole up when
the zombie apocalypse happens. Although, a look
around at the clientele might have you wondering if
it hasn’t already happened…
Most prolific Police Blotter appearance: One man,
and his mullet, made a marathon run in the blotter between Feb. 28 and March 2, appearing no
less than four times. More impressive than his
tenacity, however, we applaud his creativity, with
infractions including impersonating a member of
the FBI and using hand sanitizer on computer lab
keyboards.

Correction: In Thursday’s story,“ASUM senate candidates disqualified” the Kaimin reported a “$12.50 per semester
increase over the next four years would generate more than $700,000 in revenue...” A $12.50 increase next fall will bring
the current fee to $58.50, and an additional $12.50 increase in the fall of 2012 will bring the fee total to $71.
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No new COT: Legislature kills bill to fund state construction projects
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Little chance remains that the
state Legislature will pass the
bill to fund the construction of a
new College of Technology.
“The chances of it passing at
this point is about the same as
funding the new COT with a lottery ticket,” said Ashleen Williams,
president of the Associated Students of the University of Montana.
The bonding bill needs twothirds support from the Montana
Legislature because it authorizes
the state to go into debt for nearly
$100 million of construction projects statewide, including $29 million for the COT. The House fell
seven votes short Thursday of
passing the bill as amended by
the Senate. The measure dies unless the House votes to reconsider
the bill today or Saturday and

enough staunch fiscal conservatives change their votes.
“They see debt as negative
for any reason,” said Bill Johnston, UM’s lobbyist and director
of alumni relations. “But a lot of
people feel this is the best time
in the world to leverage and borrow money.”
And killing the bill was bad
timing for Montana’s economy,
not just students, Johnston said,
referencing a study by the Bureau of Business and Economic
Research. The study concluded
that construction is the only section of Montana’s economy that
is still not recovering from the
recent economic crash. The bureau estimated it would take at
least another two years for the
market to turn around.
That’s why the bonding bill
was supported by contractors,
trade unions, chambers of com-

merce, city governments, catholic hospitals, electricians and
architects — besides nearly 2,500
students and teachers at the COT
who study and work in a building designed for only 700 people.
The construction projects were
estimated to create 2,500-3,000
new jobs the next two years.
“The bottom line was this
was a bill to put people back to
work and the House Republicans voted it down,” Johnston,
who has lobbied for UM since
the 2001 session, said. “I’ve never
seen that many people come in
for any one bill.”
If anything, the bill should
have been easier to pass with the
Senate amendment, Johnston
said, since it changed the “trigger” for when the bill would
take effect. The original House
version required state revenue to
exceed November 2010 estimates

by $20 million before construction could begin while the Senate increased the requirement
to $35 million over the estimate.
If Senate Republicans had not
amended the bill when approving it, the measure would have
gone straight to the governor for
approval.
But some Republicans tried
multiple times during the past
two weeks to send the bill to a
conference committee where
House and Senate legislators
would hash out an agreement.
“The intent was — we think
— to reduce the total number
of projects in the bill,” Johnston
said. “But if you remove a project, will the delegation from that
area still vote for the bill?”
The bill’s supporters blocked
attempts to send it to the committee but could not garner enough
support to pass the measure as is.

“There’s nothing to change
their minds,” Johnston said of
the Republicans voting against
the bill. All of Missoula’s representatives had toured the COT
earlier this year and supported
the measure Thursday regardless of party affiliation.
The Montana Legislature has
not passed a bonding bill, authorizing new state debt, since the
2005 session, Johnston said.
“But I’m remaining hopeful,”
Johnston said. “Until they gavel
it closed, there’s hope.”
If a proposal favored by Republicans stalls in the next couple days, Johnston said there’s
a chance they would broker a
trade with Democrats to support the bonding measure in exchange for votes on their bill.
“But unless a bill gets caught
up, we’re done,” Johnston said.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
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Gursky and Edmunds win ASUM election
MontPIRG fee falls while
four others pass

The following are the results of the 2011 ASUM election held on Wednesday and
Thursday of this week.

Victoria Edwards
Montana Kaimin

President/Vice President

Jen Gursky’s top ten list
of things to accomplish next
year became a reality late
Thursday night.
“We’re already thinking
about how we can serve students and the legacy we want
to leave next year,” she said,
encircled by friends at the
James Bar in downtown Missoula.
The winning executive
team in the Associated Students of the University of
Montana elections, Gursky
and running mate Jeff Edmunds will serve as the student body president and vice
president next year.
As alcohol poured from behind the bar, overwhelmingly
positive words also poured

from Gursky’s lips as she described her elation in winning
the election.
“I’m ecstactic. It’s amazing.
It’s so great,” she said.
Gursky and Edmunds had
nine hours to celebrate their
victory before beginning their
transition to executives on
Friday.
“One of our main goals is
building relationships with
faculty and administrators,
and that starts tomorrow at 8
a.m.,” Gursky said. The pair
will meet with UM administrators throughout the day.
Five blocks from the James
Bar, friends funneled out of
Patrick Rhea’s apartment after
they cooked dinner together.
Rhea and Alison Wren lost
See ASUM, page 12

ASUM General Election Results

Jen Gursky/ Jeff Edmunds (1257)
Patrick Rhea/ Alison Wren (1081)
Write-in (138)

Senators
Travis Suzuki (685)
Micah Nielsen (637)
Austin James (596)
Tuesday Rogers (591)
Emerald LaFortune (560)
Neil Bennett (544)
Topher Williams (543)
Becca Boslough (540)
Gwendolyn Coon (536)
Mandi Summers (525)
Tyler Ellis (500)

Business Manager
Luke Sims (2154)
Write-in (212)

Janyssa Overturf (486)
Dan Molgaard (464)
Clayton Lane Springmeyer (454)
Shelbi Dantic (432)
Mariah Williams (430)
Chris Selph (429)
Matt Haefner (417)
Dylan Klapmeier (402)
Damara Simpson (390)
[end of winning candidates]

MontPIRG Fee Yes (1327) No (1395) FAILS
ASUM Fee Structure
Yes (1577) No (1031) PASSES
Recycling Fee Yes (2002) No (678) PASSES

Kodie Kunsman (380)
Ryan Hazen (379)
Alyissa Canady (369)
Richard LeCoultre (368)
Alexander Deedy (360)
Rick Rice (345)
Harrington Neil Sauer (324)
Matt Kalbfeld (319)
Daniel Shea (297)
William Sheehy (274)
Write-in (223)

Transportation Fee
Yes (1693) No (955) PASSES
Montana Kaimin Fee
Yes (1435) No (1205) PASSES
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Athletic department still behind in Title IX

Taylor W. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
University of Montana Athletic Director Jim O’Day may
have been a bit late on planning
for the future of UM athletics,
but this week’s ASUM vote to
increase the athletic fee will help
him out quite a bit.
“We probably should have
been doing this a long time ago,”
he said of adjusting female participation to comply with Title
IX, a federal mandate requiring
schools to provide gender equity.
Women make up 52 percent
of UM students, yet they constitute only 40 percent of studentathletes. The school must add another women’s sport or eliminate
a men’s sport and lose its NCAA
Division I status, which O’Day
said isn’t an option for UM.
The solution comes down

to money. For the last three
years, the department has been
strapped for cash, but the fee’s
approval may have been more
detrimental than the athletic
leader led on.
Student-athletes and art students requested last year a $56 fee
increase to improve locker rooms,
study areas and build an art annex, which students voted down.
O’Day and Bill Muse, the UM vice
president for planning, budget
and analysis, insist that this year’s
similar increase has nothing to do
with athletic or art facilities.
“Let me say this very directly,”
Muse said. “The fee increase goes
specifically for softball, this is not
for repairing any buildings.”
The increase, which will reach
$142 per year starting spring
2012, will generate $744,700 per
year, and will fluctuate depend-

ing on enrollment.
The school listed as its goals
between 2011 and 2014 that it
will add another women’s sport,
which will likely be softball, although approval is still needed
by the Regents. It also aims to
create a Title IX committee by
May and attempt to increase female participation by 2 to 3 percentage points by fall 2011.
To do this, the school will decrease spots on the football and
men’s track rosters next fall, decreasing the teams by five each,
to 100 and 45, respectively. It will
also consider adding spots to the
soccer roster. Collectively, these
changes would increase female
participation to only 41 percent,
shy of the goal.
The athletic department has
other gender inequalities to deal
with in the near future.

Women make up 40 percent
of all coaches for NCAA sports
on campus, and they received
38 percent of the pay between
2008-2010, according to the UM
NCAA Certification Self-Study
report. The school plans to add
two softball coaches in 2012-2013,
at a cost of $147,200 annually,
which will bring the two percent
difference in women participation and salaries closer to even.
The report accounts the difference as being due to the football team, whose coaches’ salaries account for 37 percent of the
overall coaching salaries at UM.
Men and women’s basketball
accounts for a combined 36 percent, and all other sports make
up the remaining 27 percent.
The University also spends
69 percent of money spent on
recruiting on men’s sports com-

pared to 31 percent for women’s
sports. There are 259 male athletes to recruit compared to the
174 female athletes.
The study also found that the
women’s teams on campus are
playing fewer games than men’s
teams. Men’s basketball, football,
tennis, cross country and track
competed in an average of 97
percent of the allowed games in
2009 compared with 93 percent
for the women’s teams.
The disparities have been
well documented, and O’Day
has used the softball team as a
blanket solution for the gender
inequalities. The fee will help
the University show that it is
making an attempt at providing
equal opportunities for men and
women to compete in sports. By
doing so, the school can keep its
federal funding.
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu
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Electronic musicians compete in Battle of the Beats
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
Normally, when you think
of business careers, you don’t
think of DJ laptop battles.
For UM’s Business Careers in
Entertainment Management
club, it’s just another day at
the office.
“Putting on events and producing shows is kind of our
niche,” said Amy Ettinger,
the club’s press manager. For
the past two years, Ettinger
has helped organize the club’s
“Battle of the Beats,” an electronic music competition that
will take place Friday night at
The Palace.
The show, in its second
year, will feature eight local
DJs facing off in a tournamentstyle battle in which they pro-

duce music using a laptop as
their only instrument. Each
will have only five minutes
on stage to impress the judges
with the beats they produce
and the reaction they get from
the crowd. The panel of judges
is made up of local DJs Kris
Moon, Adelaide the Mermaid
and Logan Foret of Ebola Syndrome. The winner of each
round will advance until two
DJs face off for the win.
Seven of the eight producers competing are from Missoula. Ettinger said the strong
local presence is symbolic of
the growth in popularity of
the electronic music scene
here.
When BCEC put on the
first Battle of the Beats competition last year, few people

were familiar with the idea of
a laptop battle. Now, Ettinger
said, more and more people
are getting into the scene. Pat
Darby, a producer who will be
performing at the battle under
the name Kid Traxiom, has
an explanation for the scene’s
sudden growth in popularity.
“A lot of people are attracted to it because it’s so reachable,” he said. “All you need is
a laptop, a few programs and a
sense of beat.”t
Although the make-up of
the crowd at electronic music events is in constant flux,
Darby said attendees tend to
be younger professionals and
students. The result is a constantly shifting music scene.
“It’s all about who’s coming
up next and what’s going on

next rather than idolizing one
person,” he said.
Friday night’s competition
is a demonstration of that. Ettinger said that most of the
producers competing in the
battle are fairly new to the laptop scene.
“Some of these guys have
never performed before,” she
said. “This will be their first
time on stage.”
Dodge Kramer is one of the
first-timers. Though the Boulder, Colo. native has been producing electronic beats for a
while, he’s never been in a laptop battle before. However, he
said he’s ready for the show, as
he’s familiar with the work of
many of the other competitors.
“I’ve seen all the guys in
the DJ battle in Bozeman, but

there should still be a few wild
cards,” he said. “It all boils
down to how good your beats
are in the end.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu

CHECK IT

OUT
What: Battle
of the Beats
When: The Palace
When: Friday,
April 29, 11 p.m.
How much: $5 for
21+, $10 for 18+

2008 2009 2010 2011

Pharmacy student Jeena
Christopherson beat the odds

T

HE DAY JEENA Christopherson
found out she still had cancer, she
had two hours of class.
This was what Christopherson, a
39-year-old 2011 graduate of The University
of Montana School of Pharmacy, faced after
being diagnosed with category 3 breast cancer in October 2009. The lessons of her textbook were now a reality.
She first noticed the tumor in the summer
of 2009, but the roadblocks of life—her third
year in pharmacy school and the passing of
her mother-in-law meant she wouldn’t see it
until October.
Ironically when she found out, she was in
a Public Health class, and at the time, they
were studying cancer treatments.
“Having to sit there and listen to how to
treat cancer and the survival rates was really
hard,” she said.
Despite the burden, she continued her
studies, never missing a beat. She rarely
missed class, attending Pharmacy Practice
at 8 a.m. before receiving chemotherapy
infusions, radiation treatments and surgeries and hopefully returning to school with
enough energy for Integrated Studies.
Christopherson moved from Miles City
to Missoula to study pharmacy in the fall

a

of 2006, over a decade after she attended
Miles Community College. Her husband
Ray and two children came along, and together they live in a small University Village apartment, while Christopherson attends school.
“I feel like that they have put up with the
school atmosphere and me being a student
for long enough, and I wanted to get done on
time,” she said.
But balancing the stress of family and
school has never been a problem for Christopherson, according to her professors.
“She’s met every obligation, every standard,” said Lori Morin, assistant dean and
professor of the School of Pharmacy. “Our
program’s tough. I think it’s difficult for a
student who doesn’t have much going on in
their life, and to do all of that on top of what
she has going on is just incredible.”
After six months of chemotherapy, 33
treatments of radiation, hair loss and fatigue,
she has a clean bill of health and only a few
cosmetic surgeries remaining. All of this and
she’ll be graduating on time.
Her support team has extended into the
Pharmacy School. Faculty members and
classmates rallied around Christopherson,
raising $7,000 through raffles, silent auction

fresh start

and a benefit evening with dinner and dancing.
Students purchased tickets to choose a professor to
shave their heads through Buzz-Cuts, as well as facing whip cream pies.
“It was just being there for her and being positive,” said her husband Ray. “She had good doctors
around her and a good support team. She knew that
she was going to make it through it.”
The estimated cost of Christopherson’s recovery was $63,000. The money raised covered all her

story by Michael Beall | photos by Alisia Duganz

See CHRISTOPHERSON, page 16

this is not

THE END

Lady Griz standout Sarah Ena
prepares for future beyond basketball

story by Tyson Alger | photos by Greg Lindstrom

S

ARAH ENA COULDN’T help
but look up.
As seconds ticked by, Ena
knew the end was inevitable.
The clock wasn’t just winding down to
the end of the game. It was counting
down to the end of her career.
For the Lady Griz senior, there was
little left to accomplish on the court.
Ena put up stellar numbers over four
seasons and was named to postseason
all-conference and tournament teams.
By her own account she has “lived and
breathed basketball” since arriving to
Missoula from Inglemoor High School
in Kenmore, Wash.
But as the clock descended toward
zero on that Saturday in mid-March,
Ena knew that chapter of her life was
closing.
“I got really emotional,” Ena, 22,
said. “I saw the clock going down and
I realized that this was going to be my
last college game ever.”
Ena knew life would change the
moment she walked off the court and
out of the locker room that night. And
although she prepared for this — the
departure from the game she loves
— a future without basketball left her
uncertain of how to fill the new void
in her life.

I

N THE WEEKS AFTER Montana’s
55–47 NCAA tournament loss to
UCLA, Ena has come to grips with
a new identity. In elementary school,
days were filled with after-school

practices and weekend tournaments.
High school taught Ena how to balance classes, practice and calls from
60 different colleges such as Washington State, Yale and Vanderbilt.
College was a whole different animal.
A typical day this season consisted
of waking up at 8 a.m. for her Media
in American Politics class. Following
classes her real studies began. Ena
routinely spent time with coach Robin
Selvig in his office, dissected opponents on film, practiced, lifted weights,
showered, devoured dinner, hit the
books and then went to Bible study before finally hitting the sheets.
No wonder Ena has a little extra
time on her hands now.
“It was weird when I came back
to school on that first Monday after
the tournament,” Ena said. “There
was no film session. No practice. I
thought, ‘What the heck am I going
to do with myself?’”
Ena now has time to study, clean
and even dress up occasionally. On
this day, the 5-foot-11 senior wore designer jeans, a purple blouse and her
long curly black hair was pulled back
to show hooped earrings — not exactly the Griz sweatshirt and shorts
she used to wear.
She even had time to make lunch.
“I actually made a gourmet meal,”
she said of the turkey sandwich with
two slices of cheddar she crafted.
“I’ve actually had the time to go grocery shopping, so I don’t just have to
eat Hot Pockets all the time.”
Ena is used to a brief postseason
timeout, but with next season’s workouts already underway, Ena is on the

sideline while roommate Katie
Baker gets ready for 2011-12. “It’s going
to be a little weird,” Ena said. “I kind of
feel like a has-been.”

J

AY COAKLEY, author of Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies, said
many athletes have trouble coming to
grips with the end of their careers, especially
women.
Coakley, a professor emeritus at the
University of Colorado said that it’s
easier for men after a sports career
ends because there are more competitive outlets.
“Programs
exclusively
for
women to compete in, especially in basketball, are few and far
between. So many women have
a much tougher time making the
transition,” Coakley said.
Luckily for Ena that gender gap

is closing, and she has what Coakley
calls “social capital.”
This means she is connected enough
with people in sports and that are athletic where she can still find areas to
compete. This was evident recently
when Ena competed in a pickup basketball tournament in Anaconda. Ena
was a member of the winning team
that consisted of some of the greatest
Lady Griz players of all-time, with former players Sonya Roberts and Mandy
Morales on the roster.
“That tournament was a good way
for me to keep my competitive edge
because I’m very competitive,” Ena
said. “But, at the same time, I think
I’m ready to transition into the next
part of my life.”
That transition already has Ena
looking toward the future. In Missoula, basketball was never her singular focus. In her four years, Ena has
been a stellar student. She will graduate in May with degrees in Communications and Political Science.
God has been a big part of Ena’s
life as well. She participates in several different Bible study groups at
UM, including Campus Crusade for

Christ and helping lead Athletes in
Action — a faith-based organization
for athletes.
Ena plans on taking these experiences back to Seattle. She’ll intern at
World Vision, a nonprofit faith-based
charity, combining her degrees and
her strong faith.
“The basketball journey was awesome for her,” said her mom, Erin
Ena. “But she’s done all that she can
do. It’s time for her to hand the baton off to the younger girls. It’s time
for her to put her talents and her efforts into her new career. She’s always
been very academically focused. I’m
excited for her to be able to take the
time and do something she enjoys.”
Ena believes the transition will be
easier because she long ago accepted
she would have a life after basketball.
“You see a lot of athletes that
can never really shake that sports
image once they’re done,” Ena said.
“They don’t know how to act after
they graduate. But because of my
parenting and being active in school
and in the community I don’t think it
See ENA, page 16

J

ASON ZENTGRAF has
two papers to write and
a 45 minute presentation to prepare for —
 tonight. Yet even with the daunting stack of books and notes
next to him, Zentgraf’s mind is
wandering.
Wandering to his next fight.

Z

ENTGRAF, 23, is a senior at The University of
Montana, a member of
a fraternity and a professional
mixed martial arts fighter.
What he’s not is who you think
he is.
“It doesn’t change who I
am,” he said, constantly fighting off the stereotype of a frat
boy brawler.
Zentgraf grew up in Lolo
and went to Big Sky High
School in Missoula where the
playing field became an outlet
for the stress. For the anger. For
the depression.
Although he said he was a
happy kid, Zentgraf was occasionly prone to angry temper
tantrums, something that stuck
with him until his freshman
year at UM.
“Freshman year is the hardest year on any college student.
I mean there’s a lot of emotions
flying around,” he said, adding
that a relationship gone sour
only fueled his anger and depression at the time.
Upon arriving at UM in the
fall of 2007 he quickly joined
a fraternity, Sigma Nu, and it
was there that he found his
new outlet – mixed martial
arts. While horsing around
with another frat brother,
someone said that Zentgraf
was quick on his feet and
should considering joining
one of the local fight clubs. He
did, and within a few weeks,
he was in his element.
It was at the Great Northern Fight Club, just around the
corner from the Hip Strip, that
Zentgraf found an outlet for the
anger, and, more importantly, a
new passion.
“It’s something I truly do
love and I won’t stop doing it,”
he said. “I can’t.”
And that’s where you’ll find
Zentgraf on almost any night,
in the hot and humid basement
gym on Third Street, teaching,
coaching and fighting. It’s here,
with the low-hanging pipes
running across the celling and
cracked white bricks, that Zentgraf trained for his first fight
and the nine that followed —
eight amateur and two professional.
Entering the world of professional mixed martial arts in
2010, Zentgraf has seen success,
going 10–0 overall in his amateur and professional careers
combined. He said he has be-

fighting

TO LIVE

Jason Zentgraf is ready to take
on the world. Even if a few months,
and credits, stand in the way.
story by Justin Franz | photos by Steel Brooks

you get to see different personalities in kids,” he said, “and it
just feels good knowing that
I’m keeping them active.”
Zentgraf said he feels like a
role model for his students and
that he’s grown close to many
of them. It’s a strong reflection
of Zentgraf’s optimistic and
outgoing personality, which
goes against what most people
may think of a professional
fighter.
“He has one of the best allaround attitudes of anyone I’ve
met,” Boulter said. “He’s not in
the stereotype. He’s clean cut
and educated. He ain’t starting
fights in the streets.”
But for a while fighting, and
the intense training involved,
consumed Zentgraf’s life and
he said that it came to a head
during his second year at UM.
He would constantly skip class
and overlook school work,
and because of that Zentgraf
is graduating with a degree
in Health and Human Performance a semester later then he
had planned.
“It kind of sucks but you
know it’s my fault,” he said. “I
screwed up earlier in my college career and I’m paying for
it now.”
But even with that extra
semester, and a couple more
classes, it’s all winding down
for Zentgraf and he’s already
looking beyond graduation.
After December he plans to
stay in Missoula for another
year before moving west, most
likely to the San Diego, California area where there is a strong
fighting scene. Zentgraf believes he has the talent to make
a career out of his passion, but
feels confident that he can always fall back on his degree.
The biggest thing is not missing an opportunity.
“I just don’t want to be 50
and looking back and watching UFC saying ‘I could have
done that,’ because I told myself I’d never have any regrets,”
he said.

B

come a favorite among promoters in Washington and North
Dakota, but at times it can be
tough to find fights, especially
considering how remote Montana is.

Beyond the bright lights
of pro fighting, Zentgraf has
found glory in other things
as well, including working
alongside Jay Broaden and club
owner Dave Boulter, teaching

both adults and children mixed
martial arts and boxing. Zentgraf said teaching a weekly
kids class has been incredibly
rewarding.
“It’s a great change of pace,

EFORE ZENTGRAF can
look back, though, he has
to look forward, and tonight that means a pile of homework. But there are other things
on his mind — things beyond
the papers and the presentation.
Sitting in his living room he
sees that there’s a message on
his phone. It’s from his manager who has a possible fight
lined up for him in North Dakota a week and a half from
now. It has been months since
Zentgraf’s last fight — the work
of senior year taking priority
— and doesn’t know if he’ll
take it yet.
But his mind is wandering.
justin.franz@umontana.edu

filipinas find COMMUNITY
Alaiza Orais and Jackie Alfafara came to the US, and UM, to find their future

story by Kate Whittle | photo by Ben Coulter

‘Everywhere at once’
With 3 weeks left until graduation, Casey Cable’s
passion for helping others has no end in sight
story by Heidi Groover | photo by Sally Finneran
Casey Cable says he’s “just a guy
coming from nowhere.”
Casey Cable is wrong.
And while a ranch in St. Ignatius,
Mont. might be “nowhere,” the hard
work of his upbringing and the determination of his character have given Cable
the drive to earn more than $100,000 in
academic scholarships, take seven trips
abroad and save lives.
The senior, who will graduate in May
with a bachelor’s degree in human biology, has been to 22 countries, some of
them developing nations where he did
volunteer medical work.
And, with May 14th commencement
approaching, Cable’s not slowing down.
Inspired by the story of Paul Farmer,
a college medical student from humble beginnings who improved Haiti’s
health care system through grassroots
efforts, Cable hopes to change the world
one patient at a time.
Cable is working on his applications for
medical school – Harvard and Dartmouth
among them – for 2012, but he’s not waiting to work in the medical field. He and his
best friend, Chris Blodgett, who currently
lives in Barcelona, are starting a nonprofit
organization to work in Africa, though they
haven’t specified the country yet.
The organization, like Cable, will focus on changing the world one person,
one family, one village at a time. It will
combine medical work from UM’s Global Grizzlies, a student group that takes
medical missions to developing coun-

tries each year, and skills training from
other nonprofits.
Cable will draw on his own experiences to make the project a success.
“You can sit here and watch TV or
read about the poverty in places and the
things that go on there, but until you go
there and you’re in that country and you
see the weathered faces of those people
and you get to know them, you don’t
understand it. You don’t feel it,” he said.
Cable knows he wants to go to medical school, but if the nonprofit succeeds,
if it “gets really big,” he’s willing to put
school off. He’s willing to put it off in the
same way he puts off parties for studying
and social time for travel. After all, not everything is conducive to his “bare-bones”
minimum: full-time school, lab research,
student groups, three Bible studies, volunteering at Community Medical Center,
assistant teaching an anatomy class, playing on a handful of intramural teams,
raising money for UM through the Senior Challenge and sitting on the Curry
Health Center advisory board.
“Sleep just isn’t a priority. That
doesn’t happen,” Cable said, laughing
as he lists his commitments.
Cable attributes his intent determination to a lack of video games and countless hours of hard work growing up.
His mom attributes it to his character.
“He’s pretty much always been very
motivated and driven,” Terry Cable
See CABLE, page 16

When two UM nursing students get done with their exams
this summer, they’re headed for
a special destination: the Philippines. Roommates Jackie Alfafara
and Alaiza Orais have a lot in common: they’re studying to become
licensed practical nurses, and
they’re both Filipina immigrants.
The 21-year-olds are about to graduate from the College of Technology Nursing Program as LPNs.
Orais moved from the Philippine Islands, population: 92
million, to Hamilton, Mont. as a
16-year-old. “I was very culture
shocked,” she said. She came with
her mother and sister, who staved
off her homesickness. Orais doesn’t
regret the move.
“Lots of Filipinos dream of
moving to the United States, and I
thought, ‘hey, why not?’,” she said.
“And I was excited to experience
life in a different country. I don’t
want to wake up one day and regret that I didn’t take the chance.”
Orais met her now-roommate

and best friend, Alfafara, in their
Intro to Nursing class. A softspoken, petite woman with long
dark hair, Alfafara is a more recent
transplant to the U.S. Her mother,
Doris, married a Montana man
and moved to Missoula in 2004 to
work for the money to bring Alfafara and her four siblings here. Doris graduated from the same LPN
program in 2008 as her daughter is
finishing now in 2011.
When Alfafara first got off the
plane at the Missoula airport in
July 2008, she was struck by how
spread out Reserve Street was.
Coming from a tropical climate
with an extensive public transportation system, learning to drive
and adjusting to Montana winters
were big hurdles for her.
Making friends was tough, too,
Alfafara said, until she found the
Filipina community in Missoula.
Montana Filipinas often get together to party, she said, and they
See ORAIS, page 16
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Thank you for a great year, UM. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
montanakaimin.com this summer.

ASUM
From page 5
the executive election to
Gursky and Edmunds by
fewer than 200 votes.
“We of course are disappointed, but if anyone had
to win besides us, I’m glad it
was Jen Gursky and Jeff Edmunds,” Rhea said. “They
agree with a lot of the issues
we were working for.”
Rhea said Gursky and Edmunds ran a great campaign,
and he’s confident they’ll do
a great job.
Despite an extensive campaign to gain support, students voted down Montana
Public Interest Research
Group’s $5 per semester fee.
Students voted in favor of
the environment in approving a $2 increase to the recycling fee, as well approving
a $4 increase to the transportation fee
A change to the structure
of the ASUM fee was also
passed, as well as a $1 increase to the Kaimin fee.
victoria.edwards@umontana.edu
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CABLE
From page 11
said. “He always seemed to be
a little older and more mature.
With that maturity comes the
ability to look outside yourself.”
It’s a maturity that Terry, who
teaches high school, said she
doesn’t often see, but it’s one that
Casey said just goes unnoticed
in his generation.
For this long list of accomplishments and involvements,
he is matter-of-fact about himself. He mentions other students
as he talks about himself, people
he knows from around campus,
around the country and around
the world who are making a difference.
It is this generation, Cable and
his peers, believe they will make
a difference. Cable pours himself
into every effort as if nothing is
worth doing with anything less
than pure, unrestrained commitment.
It’s the way he’s always been,
he said, and it’s the way he will

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

BAHA’I FAITH
“Bahá’u’lláh declared the coming of the
Most Great Peace”. - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá For
information call 829-9538 Online: bahai.
org or bahai.us
COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes from
Missoula $44-$66/ night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611
5 bedroom, 1 bath. Washer and Dryer. Free
parking and close to the University. $1400
a month with garbage and water paid. No
smoking. Call 493-1942
rooms $350-$400, Rattlesnake, utl pd.,
406-542-0777
FOR SALE
Posters! Posters! Posters! The Joint Effort
1918 Brooks Holiday Village Shopping
Center
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping
Center. 1918 Brooks Street

montanakaimin

Office Staff

always be.
“You can be negative about
it and say, ‘It’s just too poor in
Africa and we can never do anything there and our work is just
one drop of water in an ocean,’
but for that one person or that
one family, you did change their
lives.”

heidi.groover@umontana.edu

ORAIS
From page 11
love to sing karaoke, catch up
with each other, and above all,
share their traditional food.
When Orais left Hamilton
to go to school in Missoula,
she found the same warm
Filipina community as Alfafara. Filipino cuisine isn’t as
well known as Vietnamese
or Thai food, Orais said. Rice
used to be her main staple,
but she doesn’t eat it as often
anymore. “Just that rice is a
lot of carbs,” she said with a
laugh. Filipinos are also much
more used to spicy food, and
Orais remembers her mother

eating chili peppers to cure
her headaches, though Orais
has never tried it.
Once their exams are over,
this summer the two plan
to make the 14-hour plane
ride to their homeland. Orais
hasn’t visited since she left 5
years ago because the tickets
cost about $1,300. She rattled
off a list of the things she’s
excited to see again: her extended family, big cities, real
beaches. She and Alfafara will
stay for about a month. And
then, after that? Orais and
Alfafara’s next destination is
Boise, Idaho, where they hope
there are more job opportunities than Missoula. They
both plan to apply to become
American citizens.
“We thought, ‘We’re young,
we have no big responsibilities, let’s take the opportunity
to move,’” Orais said. “I really
think it’s important to get the
chance to travel. You’re only
going to be young once.”
kate.whittle@umontana.edu

CHRISTOPHERSON
From page 8
co-payments and wigs that insurance would not, and there
were even leftover funds that
she donated to another classmate, who was diagnosed with
cancer this year.
Christopherson’s
perseverance also garnered her the Linda
T. Rodgers Memorial Award,
an annual national award given
for leadership and inspiration
through the pharmacy organization Kappa Epsilon that UM faculty members nominated her for.
Throughout all the surgeries,
treatments and coursework, Morin and other UM faculty members never heard complaints.
She fought on, attended class
and still had time to be a mother
and wife. Christopherson’s original plan after graduation was
to move back to Miles City, but
they’ve decided to continue raising their kids in Missoula.
“I don’t have a job lined up,
but I would like to work in a

kiosk

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Ian Fletcher
Nic Headlee

quired. Customer Care Specialist: Provides
technical support and sales consultation
via phone, chat, and email. Customer
Engagement Manager: Oversees the entire
customer experience, and manages our
social media presence. Get the details
here: modwest.com/jobs
Looking for a nanny for the summer for
my children. Call 542-1155
Software Developer-The Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation, a hunter based non-profit
wildlife/habitat conservation organization
seeks a Software Developer to analyze,
design, develop, document, and support
new and existing software solutions.
Experience writing HTML, JavaScript,
C#, SQL, TSQL, and strong customer
service skills required. Degree in CS or
IS, or equivalent professional experience
with programming and operating systems
required. Email salary expectations,
cover letter and resume to jobs@rmef.org.
Closes 5/5 RMEF is an EOE.
Cleaning house $10/hour flexible, need
car. Call 360-7797 leave message
Missoula Super 8 has an immediate
opening for front desk clerk. Apply in
person at 4703 North Reserve Street

Kinsey Netzorg
Ashley Oppel
Tes Schaefer

michael.beall@umontana.edu

ENA
From page 9
will be bad for me. These first
few months might be rough,
though.”
After the clock struck zero on the
Lady Griz season and one player’s
career, Ena left the court with her
face in her hands. Tears streamed
from her eyes, streaking some ink
on her left wrist.
For four years, she wrote words
and phrases on her wrist before
games.
“It’s a little reminder of what
I wanted to focus on that game,”
Ena said.
She left that court in Spokane
and headed for her future with
the ink on her wrist smudged,
but still legible.
Fearless.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “Though I am a smoker I don’t think
others should be subjected to the
consequences of smoker’s personal
choices to harm ourselves.” - UM Student
Thank you for voting for ASUM
candidates! To view your new senate, go
to: umt.edu/asum/elections.
SERVICES
UM Linguistics Club FREE
TUTORING!!! May 2nd, 4th & 6th
(MWF) 3-5pm in SS 262. Walk-ins
Welcome! contact:
jeremy.lee@umontana.edu
Organic body and face waxing at Shear
Perfection located in the UC 721-1166.
This weeks specials include back waxes at
$30 and brazilian waxes at $45.
WIN TICKETS
Finish this quote on the Battle of the Beats
facebook event page for a chance to win
a pair of tickets. “Just when I think you
couldn’t get any dumber, you do
something like this…...” TONIGHT @
The Palace $5/$10, 21/18

STORAGE
Corner of Mount & Reserve, 880-1004,
carasrealestate.com
MISCELLANEOUS
Have a 3.5 GPA or higher?
Want international recognition and
networking? Join Golden Key today @
www.goldenkey.org.
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz
Discount: Full month free with 3 months
up front. Student discount for truck rental.
(406) 721-7277
www.406i.tel from your smart phone
Looking for June and July lease or
sublease of quiet, FURNISHED home or
apartment for non-smoking, no pets, 60 yr.
old woman. Please call Deb at
208-512-4219
Silent Retreat on the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius, Fri. June 3, 7:00p.m-9:00p.m
thru Sat. June 4, 8:30a.m-4:00p.m, St
Francis Xavier Parish, 420 W. Pine,
Missoula. No charge. For info and sign up
call Marion 406-829-3462 by May 24th.
SONG OF THE DAY
“Swing Life Away” - Rise Against

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

Old Type New Hours, 10AM-6PM
mon-sat. The Joint Effort, 1918 Brooks
St. Holiday Vilage Shopping Center
HOT NEW Discs from Discraft! The Joint
Effort 1918 Brooks Holiday Village
Shopping Center.
Are you a hookah smoker? The Joint
Effort has 38 flavors of Shisha large and
small charcoal 1918 Brooks Holiday
Village Shopping Center
HELP WANTED
Evenings, Weekends, Full Time &
Summer Jobs Available- Earn up to $11
per hour plus commission (our reps
average $3000/month) selling cell phones,
satellite & Internet through canvassing and
working fairs, home shows and events.
Apply @ Eagle Satellite & Cellular,
Serving Montana Since 1980. 2347 South
Avenue, Missoula or email resume to
2011jobs@800dumpcable.com
Modwest is hiring! We need
internet-savvy people with impeccable
writing skills and a natural customer
service oeirntation to join our team in
downtown Missoula. Linux Systems
Administrator: 24/7 datacenter operations,
deep Linux and networing expertise re-

hospital,” she said. “I’m nervous
that I don’t know what I’m going
to be doing in two months, but
that’s alright. I’m not too worried
about it.”
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